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The learned and respectable writer of these observations Is now unfortunately no more; but his opinions will not on that account have less influence with the readers of Shakspeare : I am therefore still at liberty to enforce the justice and propriety of my own sentiments, which I trust I shall be found to do with all possible delicacy and respect toward the memory and character of the truly ingenious gentleman from whom I have the misfortune to differ. "l humbly conceive that, upon more mature consideration, Mr. Tyrwhitt would have admitted, that, if the proposed method of printing the words in question were once proved to be right, it would be of little consequence whether the discovery had ever been " adopted before," or could " be followed in the pronunciation of them, without the help of an entire new system of spelling: " which, in fact, is the veiy object I mean to contend for; or rather for a system of spelling-, as I am perfectly confident we have none at present, or at least I have never been able to find it. We are not to regard the current or fashionable orthography of the day, as the result of an enquiry into the subject by men of learning and genius ; but rather as the mechanical or capricious efforts of writers and printers to express by letters, according to their ear, the vulgar speech of the countiy, just as travelers attempt that of Chicksaws or Cherokees, without the assistance of grammar, and utterly ignorant or regardless of consistency, principle, or system. This was the case in Caxton's time, when a word was spelled almost as many different ways as it contained letters, and is no otherwise at this day ; and, perhaps, the prejudices of education and habit, even in minds sufficiently expanded and vigorous on other subjects, will always prevent a reform, which it were to be wished was necessary to objects of no higher importance. Whether what I call the right method of printing these words be " such as was never adopted before by any mortal," or not, does not seem of much consequence; for, reasoning from principle and not precedent, I am by no means anxious to avail myself of the inconsistencies of an age in which even scholars were not always agreed in the orthography of their own name; a sufficient number of instances will, however, occur in the course of this note to shew that the remark was not made with its author's usual deliberation; which I am the rather disposed to believe, from his conceiving that this method could not " be followed in pronunciation ; " since were it universally adopted, pronunciation neither would nor possibly could be affected by it in any degree whatever. " Fanciful and unfounded " too as my 6i supposed canon " may be, I find it laid down in Ben Jonson's Grammar, which expressly says that " the second and third person singular of the present are made of the first by adding est and eth, which last is sometimes shortened into s." And afterward, speaking of the first conjugation, he tells us that " it fetcheth the time past from the present by adding ed" I shall have reason to think